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022-01 Morena Interview Translation
Oinofyta, Greece
July 1, 2016

Morena:
My name is Morena.
Interviewer:
Tell us your name, your family name and say and how many people are in your family.
Morena:
Shall I say it in Persian?
Interview:
Say it in Persian.
Morena:
My name is Morena.
I have 2 children, I have my husband.
Interviewer:
Where do you come from?
Morena:
From Mazar-i-Sharif.
I am pregnant for 3 months.
It's about 8 months that we have been migrating.
It was almost the 8th month that we came from Afghanistan until now that we are here.
We went to Iran from Afghanistan with traffickers.
We were rejected at the border 3 times.
After 3 times, we went to Turkey.
The Turkish police caught us 3 times.
We were on the ship.
These were our problems on the way.
We had so many problems on the way.
We finally came to Greece.
In Afghanistan, our life was not that good.
It was not that bad either.
It was normal.
Zahra's father was a driver in Kandahar, Kabul.
He was always a driver, before he married me, he was a driver.
Interviewer:
A truck driver?

Morena
Yes, he drove fuel trucks.
He transported gas.
He worked in a company, in a camp, one of these American companies.
He was a driver.
During these days, his friend had given his vehicle to the Taliban.
There are these images, too.
He is not with us, so that I tell him to send us an email.
My mobile is there with Zahra's father.
An accident had occurred to Zahra's father.
The Taliban had robbed his vehicle and blocked his way.
For this reason, we wanted to come this way.
The conditions in Afghanistan were bad.
No, no.
The tanker belongs to a number of his friends.
He had surrendered 6 or 7 tankers.
It was all his friends.
This one happened when they were going from Kandahar to Kabul.
They closed the way of the vehicle and hit the car and wanted to attack.
We then felt we were in danger and then we came here.
It's been 8 months since we moved from Afghanistan.
We finally arrived here.
The main problem was this and they gave me a certificate saying I was pregnant.
They didn't allow my husband.
He's in the island.
Interviewer:
Do you want to go to the camp?
Morena:
No, I don't want to go there.
I want to stay here.
I want to stay here.
I am a lonely woman with 2 children.
I want the Greek government to help my husband.
Interview:
Why don't you want to go again?
Because the conditions are always terrible in the camp.
No, the doctor says I should stay here and the head of the camp says I should stay here.
Everybody says so.
The doctor said himself that I am not allowed to go.
I got tickets.
My tickets are with me.
I got a ship ticket but the sailor did not allow me.
They said I should have a visa.

You should have a passport and ID card so that we allow you to go.
Interviewer:
Then, how many days did you stay in the park?
Morena:
Yes, 2 weeks.
Interviewer:
What was your decision?
Morena:
We stayed in the park for 2 weeks.
We were thinking of suicide.
What other decision could we have?
You get tired of life.
Sheikh Ali brought me here.
I mean I've been here for 2 weeks.
It's a month since the beginning of Ramadan.
I'll tell ???? to give a certificate to the father of the children.
They have not given us a certificate.
Interviewer:
It was the time when you wanted to commit a suicide when Sheikh Ali found you.
Morena:
Yes, I was tired too.
Interviewer:
Were you in the park?
Morena:
Yes, I was in the park.
2 weeks in 000.
With my 2 children.
There is no word in the culture of Afghanistan to separate a woman from the husband and a
husband from a wife.
But here this has happened.
I know this is not common in any culture.
But the Greek police did this to us.
This is not acceptable.
Interviewer:
We are still waiting for ???? to give your husband a certificate.
Morena:

It's been a month since I am here and they have not given us any certificate.
The same certificate I am telling you.
The same certificate that they give is forced by the police.
Do you understand?
They forced us to get the certificate.
After you take the certificate, we will deport you to Afghanistan or Turkey in a month.
Interviewer:
You mean he loses his asylum right?
Morena:
He will lose his asylum right.
So that he will be forced to get the certificate and come to us, to his children.
Interviewer:
Did you apply for asylum?
Morena:
We applied.
But, he got the certificate and he reapplied for asylum.
I should also say that the police said the same thing,
???? has prohibited us from getting the paper.
They have not written the name of Zahra's father.
Isn't it a problem?
Interviewer:
No, there's no problem.
Morena:
Their name is written in the form.
Interviewer:
That's right.
Morena:
In Afghanistan, I had to quit studying and come here.
Interviewer:
Thank you.
Morena:
You're welcome.
Thank you.

